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Dear Church Family,
The new year is well underway, and we have had moments of celebration in worship every Sunday over the last few
weeks. One of the things we celebrated on January 19 was installing our new and current leaders in the church. This was
following our annual Joel Council Retreat on Saturday, January 18. For those who may not be familiar, our church is governed
by what is called a “simplified board” structure. This means that instead of being governance-heavy with many large
committees, our church is ministry-heavy! We have far more ministry teams than we do administrative committees, and that
allows us to streamline decisions, have less time-consuming committee meetings, and free up more people and resources in
the church for mission and ministry, which is what it’s all about.
Now, we realize that one of the pitfalls with this type of structure is communication. That’s something we’ve been
working on for the past three years, each year implementing new and better strategies. This year we will continue that work.
One of the ways we want to make sure the larger church body is hearing from our administrative board (the Joel Council) is by
holding several Town Hall Meetings over the course of this year. The purpose of these meetings will be to hear reports from our
Joel Council, talk about current and upcoming projects, and answer any questions as we move forward together. So, stay tuned!
We’ll let you know when the first one is one the calendar, and it will be open to the whole church.
I would like to introduce you to this year’s Joel Council

Back row left to right: Tony Smith (Lay Leader and Chair), Michelle Nelson, Roger Barnhill, John Wynn, Wes Anderson (Youth
and Family Director), Lynn Farmer, Burr Wallace (Annual Conference Lay Delegate)
Front row left to right: Jonathan Hart (Pastor), David Kitchens, David Lazzari, Robin Gruber, Susan Koier, Jan Walker (Annual
Conference Lay Delegate), Lisa Bayans
United Methodist Church typically have three main administrative committees: SPR handles matters related to staff,
Finance handles matters related to money, and Trustees handles matters related to the physical assets of the church. Under the
“simplified board” structure, your entire Joel Council handles matters in all three of these categories. That means if you have
something you’d like to ask or discuss, you can bring it to any of 14 leaders, and we’ll do our best to address it. Thank you for
letting us serve you. We’re looking forward to what God is going to do this year.
Grace and peace,

Thank You RUMC!
Month of Madness
During the month of February, our youth group will be experiencing a little bit of madness.
Together we’ll be doing something called the “Month of Madness” a month-long competition where
our youth will be split into three teams and compete in a variety of ways to score points. At the end
of the month, whichever team has accumulated the most points will be rewarded with a mystery
grand prize. In addition to competing in games and contests each week at youth group, individual
students will be able to score points for their team by doing everything from attending church on
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We appreciated so very much the recognition
and reception given us by the church. We
will continue to support the choir and other
music ministries of the church services.
Thank you again for the special Sunday.
God’s Blessings,
Paul, Harold, Barbara and Barbara Jo

Sunday mornings, to taking out the trash at home, or even for getting an A on a homework
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assignment, paper, or test at school.
As a part of the madness, there will also be special events throughout the month for students to
participate in together: times of fellowship, prayer, breaking of bread, and fun! While the
competition, games, and events will certainly be a lot of fun, they will also provide our students an
opportunity to get to know each other better, to become more involved in the life of our church as a
whole, to grow in faith, and to practice healthy habits in all areas of their lives.

June Kennedy
and
Vincent Salac

So, church family…….if you see teenagers acting a little crazy this month…….cut them some slack. If
you notice new faces that you’re unfamiliar with, say hello and introduce yourself. And……above all
else….pray for us. Pray that during this Month of Madness our youth will fall madly in love with the
God who speaks chaos into order.

Saturday, March 14, 2020
At Two O’clock in the Afternoon
Robertsdale United Methodist Church
22220 AL 59
Robertsdale, AL

Grace & Peace,

Wes

Invite you to their wedding

robertsdaleumc.com/youth

~ Reception to follow~
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Chance Walters
Brandi Dyess, Wayne Jackson
Carolyn Neuschwander
Donald Verret, Jr.
Opal Coley
Mackenzie Gwaltney,
Barbara McKinney,
Dick Neuschwander
Melinda Wallace
Lisa Bayans, Kelsey Ruffin
Eddie Pratt
Michelle Hughes
Tim Cosby
Debbie Parks
Dakotah Brown
Makenzie Feller
Irene Joullian

We invite you to come join us at Celebrate Recovery on Thursdays for dinner and worship!
Celebrate Recovery is a biblically based 12-Step recovery program designed to help people overcome
their hurts, hang-ups and habits. The group meets every Thursday night and begins with a fellowship dinner at 6 PM
and contemporary worship at 6:30 PM. Each week, either a testimony or a lesson based on the 12 Steps and 8 Principles
is presented to the whole group. Chips are presented on a weekly basis for the length of time in recovery. The full
length version of the Serenity Prayer is read by all. The large group breaks into gender specific small groups to discuss
the testimony or lesson. Each individual shares what they learned from the testimony or lesson and what they have
learned about themselves. Celebrate Recovery also includes a six month long Step Study program, which is gender
specific and is where the real growth and healing begins to occur.
Celebrate Recovery has numerous benefits over traditional 12 Step Recovery programs. Celebrate Recovery is unique in
that it is based on God’s word, the Bible. It is based upon the Beatitudes from the Sermon on the Mount. These
principles are God’s road to recovery, wholeness, growth and spiritual healing.
Celebrate Recovery is a forward looking program. We learn to let go of the past, make amends, forgive and start making
wise choices for the future by depending on God to help us make these changes. Celebrate Recovery emphasizes
personal responsibility and helps us face our own poor choices in the past. We learn to stop blaming others and to deal
with the things we can do something about. Celebrate Recovery emphasizes a spiritual commitment to Jesus Christ, by
totally surrendering our will and lives to Christ, not just to a recovery program.
Celebrate Recovery stresses the biblical truth that we need each other in order to grow emotionally and spiritually.
Fellowship with other believers and accountability for our own actions are two important components of spiritual
growth and lead to unity in the Body of Christ.
Celebrate Recovery addresses all types of hurts, hang-ups and habits not just alcohol or drug abuse. Many people who
grow up in dysfunctional families do not become alcoholics or addicts, but are nonetheless significantly impacted by
the alcoholic or addict in their family of origin.
Celebrate Recovery is a leadership program for people who have worked through the steps, who are healing and are
now using their gifts and talents both within other ministries in the church, but also to help spread the Gospel to a
hurting world.
We invite you to join us for an exciting journey toward discovering yourself and deepening your relationship with God!
Susan Radford, Ministry Leader, Celebrate Recovery
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Mark & Faye Branch
February 23
Daniel Barnhill

Tuesdays
8:30-10:00 am
All are Invited!

