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Imperfect…But Perfect
We are about to embark on a sermon series entitled, “No Perfect People Allowed.” I have wrestled with how we often define
“perfect” and how Scripture defines it. I’d like to take a few minutes to look at perfection as Paul talks about it in Phil. 3:12. Paul
says something that scholars still argue over. “Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on
so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” That adjective translated “perfect” means
“perfect,” “complete,” “not lacking,” “accomplished,” “finished,” and sometimes translated as “mature.” All of these meanings are
wrapped up in the one original word. It is an idea of completion, reaching a point of finality, achievement, or perfection. Paul is
saying here that he has not “already become perfect” or “been made perfect” yet.
However, as I read on to Phil. 3:15 he says, “Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you
have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you.” This gives the reader pause. Did Paul not just say in verse 12 that he
had not been perfected? Yet, is he not identifying himself three verses later within a community of “us” . . . “as many as are
perfect”? What is Paul doing with this word and what should this communicate to us today? When I read chapter 3 as a whole, I
begin to see that Paul is working with two separate ideas. Paul wraps up the chapter with 3:21-22: “For our citizenship is in
heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state
into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”
When Paul was referring in 3:10-11 to the resurrection that he wishes to know the power of now and attain from the dead
one day, he is talking about 1) present holiness/righteousness (perfection) through faith in Christ from God and 2) future
resurrection from the dead along with Christ.
The present state of holiness is what Paul is achieving by persevering through the race that he describes himself as running.
This metaphor wonderfully depicts the journey of perfection (the race) as well as the final state of perfection in resurrection
(the prize). The implication here is that we Christians who are “in Christ” are expected to run this holy race and to live up to this
“standard” as some translations speak of in 3:16. Paul describes himself as pressing forward toward holiness, a perfection that
he can achieve in this life so that as a result of a holy life of loving submission to God in Christ, he might share in the eternal
resurrected perfection with Christ.
This makes us uncomfortable, because the popular meaning in English of the word “perfect” almost always means “flawless in
morals” (and everything else), a definition that does not seem to line up with how the New Testament defines it. If we can see
past the more rigid idea of flawlessness (which we will be one Day), we can open our minds to the concept of complete obedience in surrender to God as Jesus modeled for us. I am learning from Paul that we can be part of a community known as
“perfect,” being holy and righteous through faith in Christ by the grace of God. Yet we are still waiting for the day when we no
longer have to “press on toward the goal” (Phil. 3:14), but finally receive the prize of glory and perfection as Christ is perfect.
The present perfection is a life of abandonment, surrender, obedience, and submission to God, centered on Christ rather than
self. So I encourage you, come to Christ as you are – imperfect – and let Him teach you how to be perfect. Imperfect…
but perfect.

Grace and peace,

September
Birthdays
On Sunday August 11th, our youth group had a Back 2 School Bash to celebrate the
start of a new school year and to get our hearts and minds prepared for all that God
has in store for our group this year. I had been preparing for this event for a few
months, praying that God would move among our youth, that he would draw
students to him, and that we would continue to grow closer to one another through
the fun and fellowship shared. Our night was a great success! We had twenty-three
youth in attendance, meaning all our chairs in the youth room were filled and we
had to borrow a few from downstairs as well. Together we played some games, handed out some door prizes, and headed up
to the youth room for worship. For our time of worship, I had one of my former students from a church I served several years
ago come and lead us. She is an incredibly talented musician, but more than that, she truly understands what it means to
lead others into the presence of God. It was so cool for me to see one of my former youth leading and pouring into my
current group. After worship, I gave the message. Our theme for this year’s Back 2 School Bash was “Stay Close”.
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We looked at the story from 2 Kings chapter 6 in which the prophet Elisha found himself surrounded by the king of Aram’s
army, clearly outnumbered and outgunned. Things did not look good to say the least. But then God……….as Elisha looked out
at the army ready to take his life, he saw an even bigger army surrounding them, an army of angels prepared to defend and
protect him from harm. We talked about how when we feel outnumbered, surrounded, and defeated, we must remember,
there are more for us than there are against us. Even so, the truth is there will be times in which we feel overwhelmed,
stressed, and stretched beyond what we can bear. Sometimes we just feel like we’re sinking. There is something I’ve noticed
about people who are sinking, if you’ve ever seen someone struggling to stay afloat at the beach or in a pool maybe you’ve
noticed this too, but people who are sinking grab hold of whatever they’re closest to.
What happens for many of us, then, is that when our lives have spiraled out of control and we’re in over our heads, rather
than reaching for Jesus, we reach for a bottle, a toxic relationship, an unhealthy habit, our next expensive purchase, or a
myriad of other things that just can’t save us. Instead, we should aim to be like Peter. In Matthew 14 Jesus calls Peter to step
out of the boat onto the waves and walk toward him. Peter does so, but after being distracted by the size of the waves and
the strength of the wind, takes his eyes off Jesus and begins to sink. Luckily for him, Jesus was right there to grab him and
pull him up. Peter had listened for Jesus’ voice, followed after him, and in turn was rescued. Together we considered, what
would it look like for us to do whatever necessary this school year to stay close to Jesus? What if we committed ourselves to
doing whatever it takes to stay close to him, so that in those moments in which we feel like we’re sinking, rather than
grabbing hold of frivolous things, we can grab hold of the only one who can save? We closed out our night with a time of
worship, reflection, and prayer. We had many students commit themselves to “stay close” this school year and had another
who decided to trust Jesus with his life. Overall, our Back 2 School Bash was a ton of fun, and a night of powerful worship. I
can’t wait to do it again next year!

Grace & Peace,

Wes Anderson
Youth & Family Director
Wednesday Night Refuge Youth
6:30-7:30 in the Youth Room
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Just a Reminder:
Altar flowers are donated by members and
friends of RUMC in memory or honor of loved
ones or friends. Flowers left after Sunday
worship services are
delivered to shut ins of our congregation.
If you would like to donate flowers
or have any questions, please contact
Carol Clendenin.
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Service Leaders

All of the children who come to church on Sunday morning are given a
Bible to take home. Some of you may have seen these colorful blue
Bibles. One of the things that I really like about this Bible is that at
the beginning of every book of the Bible it has a section called “The
Jesus Connection”. This section introduces the book to follow. Most
importantly, it tells how God wants you to grow in your relationship with Jesus. One of my
goals for Children’s Ministry is to help the children develop a personal, continuous relationship with Jesus. I often remind them that we come to church for three reasons:
1. Worship God
2. Know Jesus personally
3. Go and be Jesus’ disciples
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September 1
Susie Dicken
September 8
Daniel Barnhill
September 15
Lisa Bayans
September 22
Linda Fennell

I sometimes have to remind myself of these three reasons. It is so easy to get caught up in
what I’m having for lunch or what I have to do the next week. I have to stop and think
about my “Jesus Connection” and just worship God. Where would we be without that Connection? As you pray, remember to always pray for the children of our church. God bless all of
you and my you continue to grow in your “Jesus Connection”.
Fall Festival will be the last Wednesday of October. More information will be provided in
next month’s Proclaimer.
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Come & Go

Yours in Christ,
June Kennedy
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“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name, receives Me.”
Matthew 18:5

Thursdays
6-9PM
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Tuesdays
8:30-10:00 am
All are Invited!
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Harold & Carol Clendenin
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Daniel Barnhill

Please Remember to recycle
Sunday School literature,
Christian magazines, etc.
A container is available for these materials in
Connection Cove.
Thank you to all who participate
in this ministry!
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