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Dear Friends,
We recently heard in a sermon series Church is a place where we “grow up.” I don’t mean just getting
older. I mean growing and maturing in Christ. The image of God in us becomes more visible as we take on
His character traits. One of those character traits is generosity, and every year we are challenged to grow
in giving.
As you can imagine, the day to day operations of the church and all its ministries don't just happen; they
all cost money. Thankfully, so many of God's servants have given and continue to give faithfully. Sunday,
October 13, is going to be Consecration Sunday for us to make our pledges for the 2020 fiscal year.
Enclosed is a pledge card for you to pray over and fill out. In the worship service on October 13, you will
have the opportunity to make your financial pledge to God through the operating budget of Robertsdale
United Methodist Church, and we will offer them to the Lord together. If you’d rather, you are welcome to
submit it to the church office beforehand.
I would like to share some of my personal convictions about stewardship and giving:








We give to the Lord through the Church.
We should all grow in giving – the amount is not the issue, growth is.
Tithing is the Old Testament minimum. We work up to 10% and then grow beyond as the Lord
blesses.
We give out of what we have, not what we don’t. “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.” (2 Corinthians 8:12)
Joyful generosity is the goal. “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

I encourage you to pray about your step this year. Thank you so much for your part in living the Gospel of
Jesus Christ by making disciples who will change a hurting world. And thank you in advance for your financial commitment to the Lord.
Grace and peace,

Using What We’ve Got
One thing I love about the vision of our church and where we’re heading together is that we desire to use what
we have to reach people with the good news of Jesus while impacting our community. We don’t have to pretend
we’re something we’re not, and we don’t have to try to copy every other successful church in the area. We’re
Robertsdale UMC, and we’re going to use our talents, gifts, graces, and stuff to bless God and our neighbors in
our own Robertsdalian way. In addition to our pastor leading us in and modeling this posture for us, the rest of
our staff and ministry leaders are trying to help put this into practice in our areas as well. God doesn’t expect us
to be who we’re not, do what we can’t, or use what we don’t have, but he does expect that we’re obedient and
faithfully use what he’s given us to partner with him in mission.
One way I’ve been trying to live into this in leading our youth ministry is by reorganizing and updating our youth
room to make better use of the space we have and ensure our church has a dedicated space where teenagers feel
comfortable, enjoy hanging out, and can experience God together. Joel council and our congregation have been
incredibly supportive in this effort, and I’m so excited about the finished product. If you haven’t seen the updated
youth room, you have a standing invitation to check it out whenever you’d like! Our latest update is what we’re
calling The Growth Spot.
In our youth room, we had a closet that was being used for storage. I wasn’t sure how, but knew I wanted to
make better use of the space. With the approval of the trustees and help of my awesome wife, the idea for The
Growth Spot began to take shape. We took the door off the closet, painted it, had stick on letters made to label it,
and filled it with materials geared toward discipling our students and equipping them with the tools necessary to
continue growing in faith. On the top shelf there are guys and girls teen study Bibles so that if any among our
group doesn’t have their own Bible or a new kid shows up who doesn’t have a Bible, we can remedy that
immediately. The second shelf is filled with twenty plus books our youth can borrow and read. I’ve read them all
and know them to be encouraging, relevant, and applicable to issues our youth face and questions of faith they
wrestle with. The next shelf has devotional materials that further expound on what we’re studying that students
can grab and take with them, and the bottom shelf has pads and pens for them to take notes during our study
time, and a box where they can leave prayer requests for other students to pick up and pray for during the week.
I don’t share this to boast or because I think I did such a great job but share another way that our church is
moving forward and working to make disciples that you may not have been aware of. Had most people visited
our youth room several months ago, they might’ve thought our church just doesn’t have the space, interest, or
resources to create an inviting worship space for youth. At Robertsdale UMC, though, we’re serious about making
disciples, we’re serious about partnering with God in mission, and we’re serious about using what we’ve got to do
so! Praise be to Jesus.

Grace & Peace,

Wes Anderson

Our Annual Church
Conference will be Monday,
October 14 at 6PM in the
Sanctuary. This gathering is
to celebrate the past year of ministry at Robertsdale
UMC, elect church leadership and officers for the
coming year, and conduct other annual business as
required by our United Methodist Book of Discipline.
Because Robertsdale UMC operates under the
“simplified board” structure of governance, this will be
a Church Conference, not a Charge Conference, which
means everyone in attendance who is a member of the
church has voice and vote on the matters presented.
Voting is not limited only to our administrative board
(Joel Council). Our District Superintendent,
Rev. Jean Tippit, will preside.
Grace and peace,

Jonathan
MENDING HEARTS MINISTRY
We offer love and prayers for healing, comfort, and cheer by
providing tangible, useful, handmade reminders to children and
adults battling cancer.
Our members are currently sewing, knitting, and crocheting to
provide the following much needed and much appreciate items:
1. pillow cases filled with chemo caps, teddy bears, port
pillows, small blankets or quilts as well as a few other
necessities. These are sent to Mitchell Cancer Center where
children ages 5 - 12 now receive chemo.
2. hats and lap blankets for adult chemo patients which go to
local hospitals
Mending Hearts is in partnership with Comfort Sowers at Jubilee
Shores United Methodist Church and Tough Dogs at Fairhope
United Methodist Church. We are grateful for the generosity of
JSUMC which has graciously opened their donations room to all
involved in this ministry.
You are invited to join us! We meet monthly at 10AM on the 4th
Tuesday. If you don’t sew, knit, or crochet, we welcome donations! Please see the list attached.

Youth & Family Director
Wednesday Night Refuge Youth
6:30-7:30 in the Youth Room

For current information about Mending Hearts visit our bulletin
board on the choir room hall.
Team Leaders:
Suzi Dicken 317-494-2557
Irene Langston 251-644-3963

October
Birthdays
Oct. 1
Oct. 3
Oct.4
Oct. 5
Oct. 8
Oct. 13
Oct. 14
Oct.15
Oct. 16
Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct.19
Oct. 24
Oct. 25
Oct. 26
Oct. 28
Oct. 29
Oct. 30
Oct. 31

Jacob Bartle
Charles Campbell
Milton Head
Charlie Koier
Wes Anderson, Vanessa Mattingly
Donna Moore
Debbie Broussard, Hannah Wallace
Bridget Bechum
Trent Walters
Dennis Calvert
Louie Golfos
Ashley Kucera, Natasha Pratt
Barbara Jo Newberry, Ray Shores
Andy Koier
Alex Campbell, Melissa Campbell
Elizabeth Hart, Terri Walters
Kim Gardner
Edna Aldridge, Judy Cameron
Mary Barnhill, Daniel Barnhill,
Lynn Golfos

Just a Reminder:
Altar flowers are donated by members and
friends of RUMC in memory or honor of loved
ones or friends. Flowers left after Sunday
worship services are
delivered to shut ins of our congregation.
If you would like to donate flowers
or have any questions, please contact
Carol Clendenin.

Friends,
As we draw closer to October 10, the anniversary of Hurricane Michael, a multitude of
emotions
race through my head. Some of you watched from afar and experienced the
uncertainty if friends or
loved ones were safe, while some of you were quite literally in the eye of the storm. It took days to assess the safety of our clergy and their families, as well as the condition of United Methodist churches
along the Florida Panhandle. Our conference
leadership team and I visited the area as soon as it
was deemed safe to enter. If you did not see the devastation in person, there are simply no words to express the destruction and chaos that Hurricane Michael left behind. It was a helpless feeling. As your
Bishop, I am supposed to have answers and plans to lead you through times of despair but even the best
plans cannot prepare you for a category five hurricane.
As I reflect on this past year, I am so humbled to see the progress in the panhandle
communities.
It will take years to rebuild but little by little, we have come so far. For that progress, I give thanks
and celebrate the thousands of people who contributed their gifts, service and witness. From clergy in
surrounding areas who quickly mobilized supplies and figured out delivery logistics; to our clergy in
the damaged areas who put their own personal needs aside to help their church members and communities; to conference staff and the Hurricane Michael recovery team; I am reminded of the need for this
connection. If you simply gave $10 or donated a toothbrush, you made a difference. I’ve said it before
and I will say it again: we are at our best in the worst of times.
We have a long-term commitment to this area, that we will walk alongside these communities until
there is no longer a need. We still need your help. We invite you to pray with us, make a donation and
send teams. More information can be found at www.hurricanemichaelrecovery.org. The local church is
where our vital ministries are. Join me in making this recovery process a priority. I give thanks to your
church for your participation and leadership.
With Deep Appreciation,
Bishop David W. Graves
Resident Bishop
Alabama-West Florida Conference

Service Leaders

I am so ready for Fall! I love to see the leaves changing colors and
falling. I think of the cooler weather where a cup of hot chocolate in
the late afternoon on the screen porch is perfect. Changes in the
season often being about changes in people. In my neighborhood more
people go out for walks in the evenings. I love seeing the young
families pushing their strollers as they walk with their children and an
occasional dog. As I think about changes of the season, I cannot help but think about
changes that I will be making in my life. As many of you know, I have resigned as Children’s
Director and my last Sunday will be October 20. I know that God is working in me and I look
forward to taking a time of rest before my next season. Philippians 1:6 - “I am sure that
God who began the good work within you will keep right on helping you grow in His grace until
His task within you is finally finished on that day when Jesus Christ returns.”
On October 13 the children will be reciting the books of the Old Testament during the Children’s Moment. All of the children who participate will then be taken to get donuts during
the Sunday School hour on October 20. So parents, continue to help your child learn the
books of the Bible.
The Fall Festival will be Wednesday, October 30 from 5-7PM. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
Please see Wes if you can help with the festival. Also, get your decorations ready for the
trunk or treat contest. Donations of candy are also needed. These donations may be given
to either Wes or myself.

10AM
Head Usher: Anthony Cooper
10AM
October 6
Daniel Barnhill
October 13
Connie Abbott
October 20
Linda Fennell
October 27
Susie Dicken

October 6
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Campbell

October 6
Anthony Cooper, Daniel Barnhill,
Bill Dwelle & Tony Smith

October 13
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Johnson

October 13
Anthony Cooper, Ken Abbott,
Connie Abbott & Lisa Bayans

October 20
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Calvert
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Gwaltney

October 20
Anthony Cooper, Laura Lazzari,
David Lazzari & Linda Fennell

October 27
Bruce & Joanna Dyess

October 27
Anthony Cooper, Susie Dicken,
Robin Gruber & Emri Stidham

Come & Go

Thank you for all that you do to support the Children’s Ministry. May God Bless You.

October 6

Kenny & Michelle Nelson

Yours in Christ,
June Kennedy

October 13

Hoss & Sherri Mack

“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name, receives Me.”
Matthew 18:5

Tuesdays
8:30-10:00 am
All are Invited!
Thank for RUMC for recycling your
Sunday School literature,
Christian magazines, etc.
Last month we were able to mail 2 large boxes
to Love Packages!
Thank you to all who participate
in this ministry!
(A container is available for these materials in
Connection Cove.)

October 20

Mark & Faye Branch
Thursdays
6-9PM

October 27

Richard & Janice Prisbus

