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“…Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation…”
Mark 16:15 NRSV
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Barbara McKinney and Kim Sanderson
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Eric & Marie Bartles, Dan Koier, Jennifer & Tony Hadaway,
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Worship Music Team:
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I want to thank you for your pledges to give to the Lord through the church budget in the coming year. Some of
you brought them in early, turned them into the office, brought them forward on Consecration Sunday as we dedicated
our giving to the Lord, and have been turning them in since then. We have received 58 cards so far totaling $215,412 in
pledged giving for 2020. Thank you! If you still haven’t let us know what you plan to give in the coming year, your best
guess would help us. We welcome you to put a pledge card in the offering plate on Sunday morning or bring it to the
office. We are taking the pledged giving, looking at financials from last year, and how we look to end this year as our
administrative board, the Joel Council, begins our ministry budget work for 2020.
We are working to balance October figures right now. I can tell you as of the end of September what some of the
numbers have been telling us. Last year we raised our church budget based on ministry needs to $367,470. As of the end
of September, we had received $5,587.54 more than our budget needs for the year. That’s great news! We have also not
been overspending. In fact, as of the end of September we’ve taken in $30,486.95 more than we’ve spent for the year so
far. And, our church has no debt. Our leadership and ministry teams have been responsible with the church's financial
resources.
One of our designated funds that we have had to spend a lot out of has been our Major Maintenance fund. This is
a designated fund, not a line item in our budget, that is now down to $2,195.64. Over the last year or so, money out of
this fund has been spent on things like the crawl space and drainage under the east wing, lightning protection over the
whole campus, and replacing the handicap ramp and rail on the outside of the sanctuary. We have not had a Trustees’
Auction in the last couple years, so that is something we are looking at starting to plan so we can build that fund back up.
I am grateful to our staff and leadership for managing our finances well. And I am grateful for a church that
continues growing in giving to see more fruitful ministry. If you ever have any questions about the finances of the church,
they are 100% public. You are welcome to talk to any Joel Council member, stop in the office anytime during office hours,
or email your questions.
On the worship front, we are actively interviewing candidates for both the Sanctuary Music Director position and
a Modern Worship Leader who will help us launch a new worship service. You will get a chance over the next few weeks
to even meet candidates we are seriously considering on Sunday mornings. As a final part of the interview process we
will invite them to assist in leading Sunday worship on different weeks so we can see them in action.
We are in the very early stages of design planning for The Farm, our 9.5 acres of land on the corner of Krchak and
Palmer. The Farm will be a missional outreach with multiple options to design indoor/outdoor spaces that intentionally
connect us with our Creator while actively meeting the physical and spiritual needs of the underserved in our community.
It will also be the future location of our new worship service - worship in a barn! We have met with one architect in
Fairhope and received a draft proposal. We are setting up meetings with at least one or two more to get other opinions
and perspectives. It’s gonna be awesome, ya’ll!
4

Keep praying, keep giving, keep serving, and we will see God do immeasurably more than we could ask or imagine.
Grace and peace,

From the church staff,
we wish you a

Wednesday Night Refuge Youth
6:30-7:30 in the Youth Room
We are very thankful
for all of you!
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Just a Reminder:
Altar flowers are donated by members and
friends of RUMC in memory or honor of loved
ones or friends. Flowers left after Sunday
worship services are
delivered to shut ins of our congregation.
If you would like to donate flowers
or have any questions, please contact
Carol Clendenin.

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

5
6
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
16
18
19
24
25
30

Cari Adkins, Christopher Kitchens
Anthony Cooper, Nelson Wingo
Owen Pratt
Betty Gwaltney
Tom Moore
Sue Cooper, Scott Ferrill
David Lazzari
Kathy Dean
Bryce Bartle, Jane Penry
Jim Malone
Charsy Anderson
Jason Hughes, Dawn Luker
Joyce Bankester
Brody Gwaltney
George Campbell, Linda Hollingsworth

Scholarships Available
Two college scholarships are
available this year—
the Robertsdale United Methodist Scholarship
and
the Heflin-Massey Memorial Scholarship.
Applications are available in the church office and must be
postmarked no later than

December 30, 2019.

Operation Christmas Parade
On Saturday, December 7, we are planning to show hospitality by opening the doors of our Fellowship Hall to
attendees of the Robertsdale Christmas Parade. We will provide hot chocolate in cups wrapped with an invitation to
our Christmas Eve services as well as bottled water.
To help with this community outreach event check “Other” at the bottom of your Connection Card on Sunday morning
and write on the line “Christmas Parade” and your t-shirt size.

Dear Church Family,
I cannot express how
thankful I am to be a
part of this family.
The love you showed to me and the
prayers you covered me with during my
surgery and recovery will always mean
so much.
Thank you Pastor Jonathan for being by
my side and an extra big thank you to
my Sonshiners for the cards you made
for me.
Yours in Christ,
Joy Thomley

Service Leaders

I’ve only been on staff for two weeks and have been overwhelmed in the best way
by the warm words of encouragement and support so many of you have extended
my way. We were welcomed and accepted by the church much the same way two
years ago when we first visited and that response from the church family is why we
have returned week after week. My husband, Eric, grew up in Robertsdale and we
love that we get to call this community our home! We are a homeschooling family
with 3 boys who all very much enjoy the activities of youth and children’s ministries.
Ensuring the children in our church have a safe place to worship, study and serve all while having lots of fun is
really important to me, so I’m looking forward to seeing how God might use me to take an already amazing
ministry and grow it to reach more children in our community.
I have prayed for many years for God to open a door which would allow me to serve frontline in the life of a
growing church, working in ministry and serving our community which makes this opportunity even more
humbling, knowing that He has chosen me to serve you as Children’s Director.
As we approach this season of growth within the Children’s Ministry I invite you to continue lifting the ministry
in prayer, specifically for volunteers. We cannot grow without adult volunteers to be the hands and feet behind
the ministry. It is extremely important to me to ensure our volunteers are equally able to serve and attend
church functions so with a larger volunteer support team we could ensure this balance. This may mean serving
once a month or just a few Sunday’s a year. It might mean your Sunday School class adopts one Sunday per
month and rotates volunteers within the class to cover that Sunday. Every little bit helps ensure our children
have a safe place to grow while maintaining our Safe Sanctuaries policy. We currently have an urgent need for
volunteers in the nursery, children’s Sunday School and Children’s Church. The volunteer screening process is
simple and ensures the safety of our children. Please prayerfully consider how you can help and contact me
with any questions to rumckidsjam@gmail.com. Our children are worth it!
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Tony Smith
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I would also ask for an extension of patience and grace as I prayerfully discern God’s will for our Children’s
Ministry and navigate through this new and exciting journey where I get to have what I think is the coolest job
at the church, hanging out with your awesome kids!

November 3

Dennis & Robin Calvert

November 10

Alina Smith & Lisa Bayans

Glory to God!

Marie Bartle
May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.
2 Thessalonians 3:5

Tuesdays
8:30-10:00 am
All are Invited!

November 17

Donna Boswell & Jimmie Lou Ramey
Thursdays
6-9PM

November 24
Lisa Lazzari

