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“Simplify to Magnify”
At our quarterly Frontline Leadership Gathering last December, our staff, ministry leaders, and Joel Council discussed a practice
called “Teaching Less for More.” Sometimes in our preaching and teaching, we have so many important messages in a single
lesson that nothing sinks in and takes root. We over communicate and the message is lost. We asked ourselves, “What are the
basic, fundamental things we want to teach as we make disciples of our preschool, youth, and children?” These are called our
irreducible minimums. We shared these with you in the January edition of the Proclaimer.
This idea of “less for more” can be applied to areas beyond teaching. I’m about 85% of the way through a book called
Next Generation Leader by Andy Stanley (2002). He says something many leadership gurus have echoed: “You accomplish more
by doing less.” Busyness does not equal productivity, or to use Jesus’ phrase, fruitfulness. In fact, busyness can often stunt productivity. In John 15, we see that the answer to more fruitfulness is not more branches. Certain branches that aren’t bearing
fruit are discarded, and fruitful branches are pruned to bear even more fruit. This is a profound and helpful image for our personal lives, our families, and our church. Many churches have lots of branches without necessarily bearing much fruit.
I am personally in a process of pruning. I am seeking ways to be less busy and have less clutter in my life so that I can be more
focused, less anxious and stressed, abide more in Jesus, and be about the Father’s business of fruit production. The new way
God has been speaking this into my heart and life (through my brilliant and prophetic wife, Liz) is SIMPLIFY TO MAGNIFY. I find
that if I can live and lead more simply, I can actually see an increase in fruitfulness.
I want to share ways our church is applying this as our ministry staff and volunteers prepare to head into the fall season. We are
going to try two experiments during the months of September-December.
Fellowship Dinners: We ended last year averaging about 30 people at our weekly Wednesday night fellowship dinners. We
saw a steady decline in volunteers and attendance. In the meantime, we have seen that when we offer a fellowship
meal after worship on Sundays, at least 70-80 people stay to fellowship and eat! Volunteers can help setup and clean
up without worrying about cooking an entire meal, and the cost of the meal is simply bringing a dish to share. So, we
are going to try something for the fall season. We are going to let our weekly Wednesday night dinners take a breath
and put our energy into Fifth Sunday Dinners after worship. The first will be September 29. Mark your calendars! And
think about what you want to bring and share.
Sonshiners and JAM Children’s Ministry: Last school year we offered Sonshiners children’s choir and hand bells for children
immediately after school and before dinner, then dinner, and then JAM (games, crafts, and Bible study) from 6:30-7:30.
That’s a long day for our kids! This fall we are combining Sonshiners and JAM on Wednesday afternoons 3:15-5:00 so
that our children are getting to learn music, Bible, crafts, and play in one discipleship time block. We will still offer
childcare during choir rehearsal and Wednesday night youth group that may include Bible story time, a craft, and play.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jonathan

New MeN’s step study

BigStuf 2019
Monday July 15th Charsy, seven youth, and I pulled out of the church parking lot heading for BigStuf Youth Retreat in
Panama City, FL. After a stop at Sonic for ice cream and a few hours in the church van, the nine of us arrived and
checked in, excited to be there and excited to see what God was going to do with our week. I have taken groups to
BigStuf before and had been praying for months that God would move in the lives our youth in attendance, and as
usual God blew my expectations out of the water!
Each day at camp would start with breakfast, and then a worship service in the “big room”. It’s called the big room
because when all of us at the camp filled it up for a worship service, there were nearly 3,000 of us present. There were
youth groups from all over at BigStuf: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Missouri, South Carolina, North Carolina, Colorado,
Texas, Michigan, Illinois, Arkansas, and even Canada. The worship services were great not just because the music was
loud (it was), but because of the heartfelt worship that was taking place. To witness so many young people singing
lyrics like “I will build my life upon your love, it is a firm foundation. I will put my trust in you alone, and I will not be
shaken” with all that they are, was both encouraging and challenging. The theme for the week was “Known” as we
were learning what it means to be known by God and to be a child of God. After the morning worship services, we
would have some “family time”, small group sessions on the beach, just the nine of us. Together we discussed what
the speaker had taught about during the service, what we thought God was trying to say to us, and we prayed for one
another. By the time we finished with family time, it was time for lunch.
After lunch each day, we had about four hours of free time. We filled this time at the beach and pool, by throwing the
football or Frisbee, napping, and by competing in a volleyball and basketball tournament (and winning one game in
each). Four hours of free time may sound like a waste to some, but it was one of the more impactful parts of camp, as
it allowed us to get to know each other better, which in turn led to more open and honest discussion during family
time. After free time came dinner, and another worship service in the big room. When our nightly worship service
ended, we would circle up at the beach again for family time, and then do what we call an Emmaus Walk, where two
people pair up and take a walk down the beach, getting to know each other by talking about their family, faith, dreams
etc. Once our Emmaus walk concluded, students had about an hour to wind down before it was lights out.
While at BigStuf the days started early and ended late. We were constantly moving, in the sun a lot, and doing our best
to stay hydrated, but above all else, we were in the presence of God. Through our times of worship, prayer, and
discussion, God’s Spirit moved among our group. He reminded us of things we had forgotten, offered healing, and
made himself real to students who had never experienced him before. Over the course of the week we had two
students decide to follow Jesus for the first time, and another make a deeper commitment to the Lord. We all grew in
faith and grew closer to one another as well. BigStuf is a fantastic retreat, but what allowed us to experience God in
such an awesome way was simply that we dedicated a week to pursuing him. I believe getting away from our routine
in order to pursue God has reminded us of just how important it is to be intentional in our faith and will carry over into
our lives now that we are home. I’m thrilled to have gotten to spend this holy time with our youth, and praise God for
bringing students to a saving knowledge of Jesus. I can’t wait to see the way these seven students impact the rest of
our group. Thank you for praying for us and for making it possible for us to experience such a wonderful thing lives
now that we are home. I’m thrilled to have gotten to spend this holy time with our youth, and praise God for bringing
students to a saving knowledge of Jesus. I can’t wait to see the way these seven students impact the rest of our group.
Thank you for praying for us and for making it possible for us to experience such a wonderful thing together!
Grace & Peace,

Wes Anderson
Youth & Family Director

A new men’s
Celebrate Recovery Step Study
group will begin meeting on
Sunday, August 4.
This group will meet every Sunday evening at
6PM.
ALL men are welcome.
Please contact the church office
for more information.

Ruth Sirmon Circle Annual August Luncheon
Thursday, August 15 ~ 11:30AM
Ivey’s Restaurant in Robertsdale
As we anticipate school and church activities and long for
cooler autumn weather, the Ruth Sirmon Circle friends will
meet for food and fellowship at a favorite restaurant!
Mary Alice Cherry will call you with a friendly reminder.

DAYLIGHT DOMINOES
After a short summer break, I
would like to invite you to
join me in the Joy Classroom
for Daylight Dominoes,
beginning in September.
We will meet on the first and third Monday of
each month from 12:30 to 2:00 PM. We will be
playing Mexican Train dominoes, laughing a
lot, and enjoying fellowship with joyful people.
Please give me a call to let me know if you are
planning to play with the group.
Jan Walker
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Eddie Wrenn
Mike Johnson
Karoline Kostelecky, Bama Wiley
Mickey Wiley
Joyce Terry
Ruthie Campbell
Althea McGhee
Robert Luker
Renee McKinney
Addison Pratt
Debbie McClammy
Kenneth Abbott, Lori Thompson
Melinda Hankins, Ken Ramey
Sonny Hankins, Jr., Elmer McDaniel
Noah Hart, Hoss Mack
Courtney Gates, Joan Kral
Lee Thompson
Laura Lazzari

Dear Robertsdale UMC,
The Children’s Home makes a real
difference in the lives of children. It
has helped transform the lives of
thousands of hurting children since
1890. Many of our alumni are now successful adults
who are giving back to the communities that gave to
them. The need continues as there are thousands of
other children who require our help. By supporting
United Methodist Children’s Home, YOU made a life
changing difference. Thank you!

($438.00 was sent - VBS offerings)

United Methodist Women: We Are Love in Action!
PILGRIMAGE TO MONTGOMERY:
EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE’S NATIONAL MEMORIAL FOR PEACE & JUSTICE and LEGACY MUSEUM
OCTOBER 21, 2019

Sponsored by : Baypines United Methodist Women, Baypines District United Methodist Church,
and United Methodist Board of Church & Society

The museum and memorial are part of EJI’s work to advance truth and reconciliation around race in America and to
more honestly confront the legacy of slavery, lynching, and racial segregation. (Source: EJI website)
A pilgrimage is a sacred journey. It is “a journey embarked upon with the intention of encountering God and
experiencing transformation.”
(asacredjourney.net) It is a discipline that can aid us in spiritual formation toward the transformation of ourselves
and our world.
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT: Sept. 21, 2019
Date: October 21, 2019
Time: 6 AM - 7PM
Cost: $20.00 This includes the bus and entrance to the museum and the memorial. If you find that you’re unable
to make the trip, please share your spot with a friend since we will be unable to make refunds. Thank you!
Mail check and attached registration form to: Foley United Methodist Church, 915 N. Pine Street, Foley, AL 36535
attention: Susan Morrison
Made out to: Baypines District UMW

New Schedule Times
For “Fall” 2019
Sunday Youth ReFuge
Beginning, Sunday, August 18
5:30-7:30PM

Just A Reminder:
If you haven’t yet picked up your
updated Church Pictorial Directory, they
are available in the church office.
Extra copies are also available for $3.50.
Thanks!

Sunshiner’s & J.A.M.

Beginning Wednesday, August 21
3:00-5:00PM

Bring a lunch/snacks, etc. to eat on bus. We will not stop for lunch. The bus is equipped with a rest room. Wear
comfortable clothes and walking shoes.
OPEN TO ANY AND ALL ON FIRST COME BASIS!
Charter bus Details:
6:00am - leave Robertsdale United Methodist Church
6:45am - pick up additional pilgrims at Bay Minette United Methodist Church
(A reflection/note taking guide will be provided.)

If you are NOT riding the bus, you may join us for this pilgrimage at River City Church, 301 Dexter Avenue,
Montgomery. You will need to purchase your own tickets in advance at EJI.org. Pick 10:30 or closest time available
for timed museum entrance ticket. Entrance to Memorial is not timed.
10:00am - arrive River City Church to join rest of the pilgrims for short focus discussion
10:30am - Tour Legacy Museum
12:00pm - Return to bus to eat bagged lunch and travel to Memorial
12:30pm - Tour National Museum for Peace & Justice
2:00pm - Board bus and return to River City Church for reflection and Holy Communion
3:15pm - Board bus for return to Baldwin County.
Please consider joining us in expecting to see God at work in our hearts and minds, to hear God nudging us forward
as we face harsh truths and realities, and to answer God’s call to unite us in love as we take action towards creating
a more loving, caring, and inclusive community.
For more information contact:
Susan Morrison
smorrisonmg@gmail.com
United Methodist Women
We are LOVE IN ACTION.

Registration Forms are available in Connection Cove . Questions? Please see Michelle Nelson.

A BIG Thank You to all of those who are recycling their Sunday School and Christian literature. We are
sending a large box of materials once a month to “Love Packages”, who distribute it to those in other
countries who otherwise would not have access to Christian literature. Below is a excerpt from Love
Packages Newsletter. This newsletter is available on the church bulletin board in the main hallway of
RUMC.

“...Our operations seem to be doing well. We have shipped out 800 tons so far this year. A little short of our
goal, but still moving forward towards 2000 tons for this year. We have several containers in port right now, would pray with us
for their safe deliver and distribution?
Romans 10: 13-14 says, “For whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?”
Romans goes on to say, “how beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.” Thanks for having beautiful feet. You, as
you collect and bring your materials, have beautiful feet. The testimonies from India and South Africa confirm the
results of your giving. I know you can’t see it, I can’t either, but the scripture tells us to walk by faith and not by sight.
The ministry of Love Packages is like that. You see very little of what is happening or know the full extent of what God is
doing. We only hear a few of the stories. But we know that God is doing so much more. Today there are millions of people who
are reading, watching, and listening to materials that we have sent. We won’t know the lives changed, nor all the
stories until we get to Heaven. So let’s keep walking with beautiful feet, believing God for His purposes to be fulfilled on earth.
Yours for souls,
Steven J. Schmidt

Service Leaders
Sonshiners and JAM This Fall
We are going to try an experiment this fall that we hope will be more fruitful for
children, families, and volunteers. Last school year we offered Sonshiners children’s
choir and hand bells for children after school and before dinner, then dinner, and
then JAM (games, crafts, and Bible study) from 6:30-7:30. This fall we are
combining Sonshiners and JAM on Wednesday afternoons 3:15-5:00 so that our
children are getting to learn music, Bible, crafts, and play in one discipleship time
block. We are going to try this for a season, September-December, and see how it
goes. We can’t wait to see your kids and how they grow in the Lord!
A Word From Our Children’s Director...
I can’t believe that in a few weeks school will be starting! Summer has flown by with
beach outings, OWA, pool time, splash pad and ice cream. I hope that your summer
has been as fun as mine.
As a child I always enjoyed starting school and getting all the new supplies to help
me in school. As school supplies helped me to do well in school, I think about what
can help the children of the church to learn and grow as disciples of Jesus. As many
of you know already, we have two very generous contributors who enable me to give
every child who comes through J.A.M. a new Bible. I feel that the Bible is one of
the most important tools that the children can have in their life.
Psalm 119: 11 “Thy word I have hidden in my heart that I might not sin against God.”
The Bible helps the children to learn what is right and how to live their life for
Jesus. As I was growing up I went through several Bibles and even today I am so
excited when I get a new Bible. There’s something about reading it and learning
something new every time! Psalm 119: 105 - “They word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.” This was always one of my favorite verses for I knew that no
matter what happened to me (darkness/the world) that God (light) would be with me
because the Bible said He would.
As school approaches please pray for all of the children of the church that they will
feel that God is with them everyday as they go to school. Pray that they will use
their tool (the Bible) as they go through life to help them to do well.

Yours in Christ,
June Kennedy
“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name, receives Me.”
Matthew 18:5
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