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Some version of this article including the title has been published broadly both online and in print. The original source is unknown to me. Our Lay Leader and Joel Council chair, Phyllis Campbell, shared a version at our most recent Joel Council meeting,
and I wanted to share it with the rest of our church.
There are two seas in Palestine. The Sea of Galilee to the north is famous. It’s where Jesus found his would-be disciples making
their trade as fishermen. It is teeming with life. Over thirty species of fish can be found there as well as other colorful
vegetation and marine life.
Sixty-three miles to the south, the Dead Sea is famous for a different reason. It has a salt content between 25-35%. Visitors take
their pictures floating in the water. There is no life at all – no vegetation, no fish, no other marine life. It’s dead.
One thing the two seas have in common is the Jordan River. Both seas are constantly receiving water. But the difference is that
only the Sea of Galilee has water flowing out. The Sea of Galilee receives, then gives. The Dead Sea is so low that no water can
flow out of it. It only receives. Tons of water evaporate from it every day leaving the salt behind. This difference in the two seas
is literally the difference between life and death.
This is a living parable for the human life and for the Church. Jesus told the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well in John 4 that He
would give living water that would well up to eternal life. However, even living water that is received but never flows out becomes stagnant and leads to death. We are taught this over and over in scripture.
We are blessed to be a blessing.
We receive the Holy Spirit. He produces fruit in our lives.
We receive the gifts of the Spirit to build up the Body of Christ and witness to others.
We hear the good news. We declare it to others.
We abide in Christ and He in us, and we bear much fruit.
FLOW = LIFE
So, are you receiving? If so, are you giving?
Are you learning and growing in the Lord? Then, are you turning it outward in service to others?
Are you consuming all for yourself? Or are you sharing?
Are you being blessed? Then, who and how are you blessing?

God, help us be a Sea of Galilee church, not a Dead Sea church. Amen.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Jonathan

Rooting Your Identity in Christ
In high school I attended a fairly large youth group. My freshman year we had eighteen seniors
graduating. That group of seniors was awesome. They came to youth group faithfully, set a good
example for the younger members, included newcomers, and set the pace for the rest of us when it
came to pursuing Christ. That year’s seniors made a huge impact on the rest of us, and we looked up to
them incredibly. But when they left for college, things quickly changed. In six months’ time, many of
those same kids that had been tremendous leaders in our church’s youth group had fallen away from
faith completely. Some had become atheists. Others were heavily involved in alcohol and drug abuse.
Even more than being disappointed by this turn of events, I was confused. I knew these kids. I had
worshipped next to them, served alongside them on mission trips, they had impacted my faith in a
positive way. How could it be that now, so many of them had decided that following Jesus wasn’t for
them? Upset and hurt, I did what any good Methodist teenager would do with their concerns, I took
them to my youth pastor.
I shared with him my confusion and anger, and I demanded answers. He pointed me to a parable Jesus
shared in Matthew chapter 7. Jesus told his listeners that anyone who hears his words but neglects to
live them out is like someone who builds their house on sand. Because their house is not built on a
solid foundation, when the wind blows, and the floods come, the foundation is washed away, and the
house falls. But, says Jesus, anyone who hears his words and puts them into practice is like someone
who builds their house on a rock. Their foundation is a solid one, so even when the wind blows, and the
floods come, their house remains standing. My youth pastor went on to share with me that
unfortunately not everyone who believes in Jesus builds their house on a solid foundation. He said that
instead of building their life around who Jesus is and who he has created us to be, people sometimes
build their lives around their hobbies, careers, athletic ability, romantic relationships, academic success
etc. When we do this, he told me, we are building our life on a foundation that is not solid, so when the
winds of life blow and the floods of life come, our faith does not stand.
The key, he told me, is getting our identity, purpose, and our sense of worth from Christ alone. That we
are to root our identity in Christ. That conversation shaped my thinking and impacted me greatly. As I
continued to mature in faith, I began hearing that language more and more. Root your identity in Christ.
Build your faith and life on the solid foundation of Jesus by rooting your identity in Christ. As good as
that advice was and as necessary a thing it is, there was one problem. No one could ever tell me how to
do it. I was being told to root my identity in Christ and to build my life on the solid foundation of Jesus,
but no one was giving me step by step instructions. It was as if I was being given a stack of wood and a
pile of tools and being told to build a house. I had no idea where to start. I believed in Jesus and trusted
in him for salvation, but I didn’t know what went into the process of shaping my identity around who
Jesus says I am and who he created me to be. And here’s the thing….no other teenager does either.
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The family of Jessie Wrenn wish to send a
heartfelt thank you to all our church family
for the love and sympathies you showed us
during our time of grief.
The number of people that attended the service
and the wonderful food you ladies, and Roger,
provided for us was unbelievable.
Jessie would have been very proud.
...Again,
Thank you,
Eddie Wrenn
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Rooting Your Identity in Christ

As a student pastor, this is something that has remained near and dear to my heart. For a
year and a half, I prayed fervently that God would give me a blueprint. That he would
shed some light on what factors inform a teenager’s ever developing identity and show
me how to teach them to root their identities not in who the world says they are, but in
who Jesus says they are. After much study and prayer, I believe that God did just that.
Through the leading of the Holy Spirit, I put together a study on the building blocks of
identity. While not exhaustive, I’m sure, I highlighted five key building blocks that inform
one’s identity and that help determine who you’re becoming, where you’re placing your
priorities, and what your life is being built around. These five building blocks are:
The commitments you make
The habits you form
The things you run to
The voices you listen to
The things you forget
I believe that taking an honest inventory and examining these building blocks in your life
gives you a window into what really matters most to you and what’s at the center of your
life. It is quite possible to believe in the saving work of Jesus, to fill a pew on Sundays,
but to build the house of your life on a foundation other than that of Christ. As I’ve
continued to see over the last decade in ministry (for teens and adults alike), when this is
the case, the stress, trauma, hurt, and grief of life can wear you down, shake you up, and
even leave your faith in shambles. This is not what I want for our youth. My main focus as
a student pastor is making disciples, teaching youth what it means to follow Jesus daily,
by knowing who they are and whose they are. Helping them build their lives around and
learn to get their identity solely from Christ. That’s why we’re currently going through this
study series together in youth group on Sunday nights. So our students can be equipped
to have a faith that stands the test of time, and a life that’s built on the solid rock. I share
this with you so that you can know what we’re up to and what we’re learning when we
gather together on Sunday nights, but also as a reminder. It’s always beneficial for us as
believers to take a self-inventory from time to time, an honest look at where we’re
placing our priority. What are you building your life upon? How’s your foundation holding
up? We can all benefit from a home inspection.
Grace & Peace,

Wes Anderson
Youth & Family Director

Service Leaders

Wow! What a wonderful time we had at Vacation Bible School. We had 41 children
come through with 16 youth and 22 adults volunteering. A BIG Thank You goes
to everyone who came and gave their time and talents. Also, thank you to all of
the parents who brought the children each night. Many of the children came and
asked me to keep it going longer because they enjoyed it so much!!
Pastor Jonathan, Wes , and I were good sports and each got a pie in
the face. If you have never had this honor it is quite an experience!
The children gave $348.00 in love offerings. This money I know will
be so appreciated at the United Methodist Children's home . Sunday morning two
of the families that came to bible school in our community came to visit us at the
service . It was a joy to watch the children and youth singing and praising the
Lord at the start of the service.
As Fourth of July approaches, I think about what it means to be an American.
There's a song by Lee Greenwood that talks about being proud to be an American.
Part of the song reads that "I'd gladly stand up and defend her still today." I
wonder if we would do that as a Christian. Are you proud to be a Christian? Would
you proudly stand up and defend Christ if He was here in person on earth today?
The apostle Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:8,12 "So do not be ashamed to
testify about our Lord or ashamed of me His prisoner, because I know whom I
have believed, and am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to
Him for that day." That verse is so encouraging to me as it makes me realize that
we can be proud to be a Christian and that Christ will guard us each day with what
we give Him. We just have to give everything to Christ each day.
Have a safe and happy July. On the fourth be proud to be a Christian!
Yours in Christ,
June Kennedy
“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name, receives Me.”
Matthew 18:5
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Please Note: The Following Groups are on
Summer Hiatus the month of July:
Choir - no practice in July
Food Pantry - closed the month of July
Daylight Dominoes - will not meet in July
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