Sunday Worship Opportunities
8:30 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
11:00 am

THE PROCLAIMER

Early Worship
Fellowship
Sunday School
Morning Worship

Children’s Church
(4 years through 2nd grade)
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services

“…Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation…”
Mark 16:15 NRSV

SUNDAYS:
 5:45pm Youth Snack Supper
 6:15-7:30pm Youth Program

ROBERTSDALE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

WEDNESDAYS:
Email
Addresses

Phone
Numbers

Web Page
Pastor
Office
Children
Youth
Office

www.robertsdaleumc.com
pastor@robertsdaleumc.com
office@robertsdaleumc.com
children@robertsdaleumc.com
youth@robertsdaleumc.com

 3:00pm Sonshiners
 5:45pm Evening Meal
 6:30pm Bible Study, Refuge for Youth, J.A.M.,

Chancel Choir Practice
 7:30pm Praise Team Practice
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Holy Week and Easter
Robertsdale United Methodist Church
Pastor
Youth & Family Director
Director of Children
Directors of Music Ministries
Housekeeper
Organist
Pianists
Secretary/Treasurer
Media & Sound

Jonathan Hart
Wesley Anderson
June Kennedy
Harold Clendenin, Paul McKinney and Barbara Jo Newberry
Heather Feller
Betty Rawls
Barbara McKinney and Kim Sanderson
Sylvia Thomet
Eric & Marie Bartle, Dan Koier, Jennifer & Tony Hadaway,
Makenzie & David Kitchens, Ken Sanderson, Evan Summers-Jones and
Don Verret

Worship Music Team:
Renee McKinney, Alex Campbell, Melissa Campbell, Trey McKinney, Danielle Godwin, Joylyn Ruffin, Elaine Wiley, Betty Rawls,
Barbara McKinney, B.J. Newberry, Nancy Cosby, Ethel Clements, Carol Clendenin, Barbara Hansen, Joyce Thames, Melinda Wallace,
Eddie Wrenn, Matt McKinney, Paul McKinney, Chuck Turner, Harold Clendenin, Fletcher McKinney, Lori Thompson, Eddie Pratt & Natasha Pratt

Dear Church Family,
Today we embark on the journey of Holy Week that leads up to celebrating the greatest day in history. Upcoming services
include…
Maundy Thursday, April 18, 6:30 P.M. Celebrate Recovery service of Worship and Communion open to the whole church
(and friends!)
Good Friday, April 19, 6:00-8:00 P.M. "The Passion of the Christ" movie in the Fellowship Hall. This movie is rated R for
graphic violence. Youth under the age of 17 will need signed consent from a parent or guardian.
Easter Sunday, April 21, INVITE YOUR NEIGHBOR!
6:30 A.M. SonRise Service at Garrett Park
8:30 Worship in the Sanctuary
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship in the Sanctuary
Maundy Thursday gets its name from the first word of John 13:34 in Latin, mandatum. “A new command [or “mandate”] I give
you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34) Jesus said this as He washed His
disciples’ feet and prepared to share the Last Supper with them.
On Good Friday, we consider how far God was willing to go for our salvation and redemption and Jesus’ willingness to carry out
that plan, to be obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:8).
On Holy Saturday, we consider the silent grief and darkness of the full day our Lord spent in the tomb, in the grave, while His
closest followers waited for Sabbath to be over so that on the morning of the first day of the week (Sunday) they could dignify
Him with burial spices.
When they got there, however, they saw the greatest sight that has ever been beheld, an empty tomb! The power of God is that
in Him life springs from dead things. Easter comes from the word eastern. The western church looks to the east, toward
Jerusalem, in celebration of where Christ rose from the dead (this is why western cathedrals face east).
This is the journey we’ve been taking through our sermon series during this entire Lenten season. As we have journeyed with
Jesus through these painstaking hours we have taken a close up look at just how passionately and with resolve Jesus faced His
destiny for you and for me and for the world. The good news is that because He faced His we can face ours, Resurrection! God be
with you this week. I look forward to seeing you, especially on Sunday morning!
Grace and peace,

Pastor Jonathan

It Takes 7
In the decade that I've done student ministry, the best volunteer I've ever had was in her 70's. Her name was Mrs. Eva, a
soft spoken easy going lady who faithfully attended the traditional service at our church. I was looking for volunteers to
serve as a host home for our upcoming Disciple Now weekend. Mrs. Eva approached me after the service ended,
informing me that she would like to host the teenage boys for the weekend. Mrs. Eva went to bed by 7:00 PM
religiously. I tried to talk her out of it, but she would have none of it and insisted. "I'll take a nap" she said. The first of
three nights at her house teenage boys broke her sofa bed. "It can be replaced" she said. The next morning I awoke to
find Mrs. Eva serving coffee and breakfast. Later on in the weekend, tired after two days of going full throttle, I used our
free time at our host home to take a nap. When I woke up, Mrs. Eva was on the couch with the boys watching one of
their favorite comedians on TV, laughing and cutting up with the group.
You may not think a 70+ year old with no children would be an ideal youth volunteer, but Mrs. Eva was. She understood
that kids weren't adults, and that they would say and do things that weren't appropriate sometimes. She extended
grace. She wasn't intimidated by the fact that they were loud and messy, she just loved them. She asked them questions
about their hopes and dreams, and listened intently to their answers. In turn, they felt valued and free to be themselves.
And she prayed for them. She prayed with them. She prayed over them. After our Disciple Now weekend had ended, the
relationships built did not. Every Wednesday as youth arrived to church for dinner, they made a trip over to Mrs. Eva's
table to hug her neck, to tell her about school, and to ask her for prayer. The talked openly and often about how cool
Mrs. Eva was. She volunteered for one event.
Churches often wonder why they don't have more young people. It used to be true that during college and young
adulthood, many would stray from regular church attendance and involvement, but would return to church upon getting
married and settling down to start a family. More and more, that isn't happening. Culture has changed, and the church
no longer sits at the head of the societal table. Many who stray from the church in their youth never return. So what can
churches do to ensure that this doesn't happen to their young people? How can churches encourage youth to build a
faith foundation strong enough to withstand the pounding winds of life? Recent studies suggest that in order for a
young person to feel valued, invested, and committed to a church, they need to have a relationship with at least 7
adults at the church other than their family. This means 7 adults who know their name. 7 adults who ask about school,
who know their hopes and dreams, who pray for them, and who know their hobbies and family situations. 7 adults who
take time to invest in them. 7 Mrs. Eva's.
To be a youth volunteer, you don't have to have a child in the youth group. You don't have to be young. You don't have
to like the same music they do or agree with their fashion choices. You don't have to be a parent, grandparent, aunt, or
uncle, and you don't have to commit to being at every event. You only have to be available. You only have to care that
students know Jesus and grow in faith. You only have to decide that you are serious enough about impacting young
people that you'll stand in the gap on their behalf. That you'll be 1 of 7 for them. Sure, you may have to put up with an
occasional attitude or clean up the occasional mess, but I'm also willing to bet you'll be challenged to take your own
faith more seriously along the way.
Over the last year, our youth group has essentially tripled in size. We aren't finished growing either, but are just getting
started. God is on the move. Our students are asking tough questions, are wrestling with hard life situations, and are
forming their views on God, life, and their purpose. I'm doing my best to make sure they know I'm here for them, and to
walk through life alongside them, but who else will stand in the gap for them? Who will decide to be 1 of 7 in their
lives? Maybe you've never for a second thought of being a youth volunteer. I pray you consider it.

(continued on Page 3)

April
Birthdays
April 1
April 3
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 17
April 18
April 19
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

20
21
22
23
26
27
28

Elisa Branch, Addisyn Steiner
Charlie Gates
Walter Penry
John Cameron, Jr.
Jennifer Hadaway
Rusty Aldridge, Eric Bartle, Taylor Gardner,
Joylyn Ruffin
Keith McClammy
Edison Ruffin
Will Stidham, Linda Taylor, Brenda White
James Mattingly
James Wagers
Michelle Nelson, Kim Sanderson,
Ashley Wilson
Maren Seaquist
Dan Koier
Tyler Hughes
John Norgard
Jessa-Lynn Adkins
Clark Tims
Chuck Turner

Our church has reached the point that we have asked
LifeTouch to send their photographers to take additional
portraits. They have agreed to send the team on Saturday,
May 4th (and they will come on Friday afternoon of May 3rd, if
needed). RUMC wants our Community Connection directory to
truly connect us to each other.
Think about the reasons for participating in this opportunity:

Families who are already in the photos may have changed
through loss of a loved one or the addition of a new baby,
or by blending of two families into one.

New members have joined the church.

Existing members may have missed having portraits made
in November 2017.

You might like to have a new portrait made to replace the
existing one.
Please complete a new information sheet with current
information, especially if the existing information has any
errors. The information is important because it is our way of
connecting with you outside of the church building. Place the
information sheet in offering plate, give to the church office,
or hand to Jan Walker or Joan Kral. The information sheets will
be placed in bulletins and in the Connection Cove and Office
of the church.
LifeTouch will provide anyone who has portraits made with a
free 8” x 10” photo as well as a free copy of the Community
Connection RUMC Church Directory. LifeTouch will show you
an assortment of photos and packages to purchase, but they
do not pressure you into making expensive purchases. All
church members who have a current photo in the 2018 edition
will receive a free update copy. For anyone who wishes to
purchase a directory, the price is the printing cost of $3.50
(checks made to RUMC).
There will be photography reminders posted in the church,
through the Sunday School Classes and other small groups,
the Sunday bulletins, and only a few phone calls.
Please do YOUR part, so that we can do OUR part to keep us
connected. How wonderful it is to be able to put a face with a
name and make a community connection!
Contact Jan Walker at 251-943-2469 and identify yourself at
the prompt. Leave a message if I do not answer. I will
schedule your photo sitting and send you a reminder card.
Someone will give you a reminder phone call a day or two
before your portrait date.
Thank you for taking the opportunity to be in our photo
directory.
Jan Walker

~ Financial Report ~
Year to Date Budget Needs as of 3/31/19: $93,867.49
Year to Date Contributions as of 3/31/19: $87,996.46
Income over Expenses (Year to Date)
Income: $87,776.46
Expenses: $84,335.64
Income vs. Expenses: $3,440.82
Income over Expenses (Month of March)
Income: $32,910.71
Expenses: $28,300.18
Income vs. Expenses: $4,610.53
Funds Report (Month of March)
Budget Contribution: $32,910.71
Food Pantry: $1,306.25
Major Maintenance: $790.00
Missions: $30.00
School Supplies/Uniforms: $866.25
Wednesday Evening Meal: $652.00
We Care: $1,058.50
Celebrate Recovery: $949.31
Youth Sunday Meals, etc.: $1,770.00
Scholarship: $140.00
Children’s Ministry: $470.00
Blue Lake: $866.27
Bereaved Meals: $200.00
At our last Joel Council meeting, we addressed many high priority needs for our church campus.
Due to drainage issues, the sub flooring underneath the preschool, JAM room, choir room and
offices has been damaged and needs to be replaced. As with all maintenance projects, multiple
bids were collected and discussed further at the meeting. Two contractors will be meeting with
members of the Joel Council next week to make their presentation and give further details, so we
can make the best decision possible for the church.
Secondly, it was approved to replace the current flooring in the youth room with vinyl flooring.
The funds will come from an existing designated line item for the youth group. This update will
greatly enhance the current space for our youth, as it will allow for much easier clean up and
better wear over time.
Lastly, the Joel Council took a look ahead at needs such as new flooring in the hallways and
classrooms, and audiovisual needs in the sanctuary and fellowship hall. Again, multiple bids were
collected and are being analyzed with respect to functioning with our current ministry activities,
as well as growing with our church’s needs in the future and in good stewardship.

David Kitchens, Lisa Bayans & Anna Loper Carver
Finance Subcommittee

~ News & Notes ~
As We approach Easter I can't help but think about what Christ willingly went
through for us. How much he must have already loved us! The Bible tells us that
He knew and predicted his death. Still although He could have stopped it at any
time He never did. Luke 18:32-33 "For He will be delivered to the Gentiles and will
be mocked and insulted and spit upon. They will scourge him and kill him. And the
third day He will rise again." He knew that He would die for us yet He continued His
journey. Luke 19:29-31 He sent two of his disciples, saying ,”Go into the village
opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever
sat. Loose it and bring it here. And if anyone asks you, "Why are you loosing it? thus you shall say to
him, 'Because the Lord has need of it." We know that he loved his disciples very much. He continued
to try to prepare His disciples for what was to come just as He tries to prepare us. They just did not
fully understand. I often wonder if we fully understand his love. Luke 22:17 -18 "Then He took the
cup , and gave thanks, and said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves, for I say to you, I will not
drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." Again He is trying to prepare the
disciples. As I take communion I always pray that I never forget what Christ went through because He
loved me then, He loves me now, and He will always love me. In a world where the word love is loosely
given I know that Christ's Love is the one TRUE LOVE that we have if only we believe in Him. Pray
throughout this season that someone who does not know Christ will receive him and will feel His love
that we feel as a Church everyday.
The Easter egg hunt will be at BJ 's house on Palm Sunday at 2:00pm. Bring your lawn chair and enjoy
visiting with each other . Maybe get to know someone better that you see at church. I still need
donations of candy to fill the eggs.
Yours in Christ,
June Kennedy
“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name, receives Me.”
Matthew 18:5

It Takes 7 (continued from page 2)
Maybe you used to volunteer but had a bad experience or got busy with life. I pray you would consider joining us
again! Maybe you think you have little to offer or that teenagers wouldn't want to hang out with you. I beg to differ! On Sunday April 28th directly following the 11:00 service I'll be hosting a youth ministry meeting in the Fellowship Hall. This meeting is for current youth parents and parents of students who will be entering youth group
this summer, but it is also for anyone thinking about or wanting to learn more about volunteering with our church's
youth ministry. At the meeting we'll go over our summer calendar, we'll talk about what we're trying to accomplish
through our ministry to students, and I'll provide details about the roles that I'm looking to fill as I continue building a team to impact the youth of our city. Whether it's teaching Sunday School, volunteering once a year for special events, helping out for the summer, or committing to be a regular presence at youth group, I look forward to
seeing who God raises up to encourage, pray for, and walk alongside our students. It takes 7. Will you be 1?

Grace & Peace,

Wes Anderson
Youth & Family Director

Service Leaders

~ News & Notes ~

The article to the right is from the
monthly newsletter of LOVE PACKAGES.
This is the organization that we mail our
outdated Sunday School materials,
Christian literature, etc. to. The entire
newsletter is posted on the bulletin board or online at
lovepackages.org.
Once again, thank you to all who are
recycling ...thank you for being a blessing to others!

Gracious Church Family,
We’d like to express our heartfelt thanks to the
church for the meal provided for our family
during our time of loss (Heaven’s gain!).
The food prepared was delicious & bountiful.
Know that as our family gathered on this
occasion of remembrance & love, we had the
assurance that Lida was in our midst. Many
thanks again to Pastor Jonathan for the fitting
tribute to Lida & a life celebrated. We are
forever appreciative.
Love in Christ,
The Koier Family

Come & Go

A Word From the Director
Greetings to you in the Name of Jesus Christ.
One of my greatest thrills in life is seeing what
God does by our faithful walking forward, even
when we don’t understand everything, or know
what is going to happen next. That kind of
walk happens often here at Love Packages.
You keep going forward even if you can’t see
clearly. The scripture tells us to walk by faith
and not by sight. The ministry of Love
Packages is like that. You can never see
everything that is happening or know the full
extent of what God is doing. At Love Packages
you can only see the tip of the iceberg. We
only hear a few of the stories like the ones in
this newsletter. But we know that God is doing
so much more. Today there are millions of
people who are reading, watching, and
listening to materials that we have sent. We
won’t know the lives changed, the impact, nor
all the stories until we get to Heaven. Let’s
keep walking by faith, forward, together,
believing God for his purposes fulfilled on
earth.
Our operations seem to be doing well. We have
shipped out 340 tons already this year.
Currently we have over 400 tons of literature
moving by truck, ship, or it is in port awaiting
clearing. Would you pray with us for their safe
delivery and distribution.

8:30AM
April 7
Charles Campbell & Dick Neuschwander
April 14
Mike Johnson & Kenny Nelson

8:30AM
April 7
Carolyn Neuschwander &
Lisa Lazzari
April 14
Ray & Gloria Shores

April 21
Tony Smith & Mark Branch
April 28
Richard Prisbus & Bill Dwelle

April 21
Faye Branch & Robin Gruber

11:00AM
Head Usher: Daniel Barnhill

April 28
Linda Fennell & Janice Prisbus

April 7
Daniel Barnhill, Lisa Bayans,
Dennis Calvert & Josh Adkins

11AM

April 14
Daniel Barnhill, Bill Dwelle,
Emri Stidham & Joy Thomley

April 7
Lisa Bayans
April 14
Susie Dicken
April 21
Daniel Barnhill

April 21
Daniel Barnhill, Roger Barnhill,
Anthony Cooper & David Kitchens
April 28
Daniel Barnhill, Kenneth Abbott,
Connie Abbott & Joe Kitchens

Tuesdays
8:30-10:00 am
All are Invited!

Yours for souls,
Steven J Schmidt

April 14
Mrs. Joy Thomley
April 21
Easter Lilies
April 28
Mrs. Kathy Long

April 7

Hoss & Sherri Mack

April 14

Daniel Barnhill

April 28
Connie Abbott

April 21

Kenny & Michelle Nelson

April 28

Mark & Faye Branch

I would invite you to like and follow our Love
Packages page on Facebook. There you will see
some of the many things happening at both
our warehouses.
Lastly, would you prayerfully ask the Lord if he
wants you to be a part of this end time harvest
though Love Packages. Thank you for praying,
thank you for giving.

April 7
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Cherry

April
8:30AM
Susan Radford, John & Elsie Norgard
11AM
Irene Langston, Kenneth & Connie Abbott

