Sunday Worship Opportunities
8:30 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
11:00 am

THE PROCLAIMER

Early Worship
Fellowship
Sunday School
Morning Worship

Children’s Church
(4 years through 2nd grade)
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services

“…Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation…”
Mark 16:15 NRSV

SUNDAYS:
 5:45pm Youth Snack Supper
 6:15-7:30pm Youth Program

ROBERTSDALE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

WEDNESDAYS:
Email
Addresses

Phone
Numbers

Web Page
Pastor
Office
Children
Youth
Office

www.robertsdaleumc.com
pastor@robertsdaleumc.com
office@robertsdaleumc.com
children@robertsdaleumc.com
youth@robertsdaleumc.com

 3:00pm Sonshiners
 5:45pm Evening Meal
 6:30pm Bible Study, Refuge for Youth, J.A.M.,

Chancel Choir Practice
 7:30pm Praise Team Practice
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Dear church family and friends of Robertsdale UMC,
Robertsdale United Methodist Church
Pastor
Youth & Family Director
Director of Children
Directors of Music Ministries
Housekeeper
Organist
Pianists
Secretary/Treasurer
Media & Sound

Jonathan Hart
Wesley Anderson
June Kennedy
Harold Clendenin, Paul McKinney and Barbara Jo Newberry
Heather Feller
Betty Rawls
Barbara McKinney and Kim Sanderson
Sylvia Thomet
Eric & Marie Bartles, Dan Koier, Jennifer & Tony Hadaway,
Makenzie & David Kitchens, Ken Sanderson, Evan Summers-Jones and
Don Verret

Worship Music Team:
Renee McKinney, Alex Campbell, Melissa Campbell, Trey McKinney, Danielle Godwin, Joylyn Ruffin, Elaine Wiley, Betty Rawls,
Barbara McKinney, B.J. Newberry, Nancy Cosby, Ethel Clements, Carol Clendenin, Barbara Hansen, Joyce Thames, Melinda Wallace,
Eddie Wrenn, Matt McKinney, Paul McKinney, Chuck Turner, Harold Clendenin, Fletcher McKinney, Lori Thompson, Eddie Pratt & Natasha Pratt

In last month’s issue of The Proclaimer I invited you to pray for the three things Jesus prayed for the Church in John 17 –
protection, holiness, and unity. That invitation continues this month as the special called session of General Conference has just
concluded this past week in St. Louis, Missouri. I watched parts of the conference livestream and followed along during the
legislative process. Several legislative petitions were passed. The only plan presented by the Commission on the Way Forward
that was passed in the plenary session was the Traditional Plan. The other three plans were voted down. However, several
components of the Traditional Plan were ruled unconstitutional by the Judicial Council. The plan is being sent back to the
Judicial Council, and all components of the plan that are constitutional will take effect January 2020. This means that for now we
are still under the 2016 Book of Discipline, and when the Traditional Plan takes effect the language around human sexuality in
our Book of Discipline will remain as it is.
While this General Conference did accomplish something, it was clear that there is still much division within our United
Methodist Church, especially on our continent. Many are pleased for certain reasons. Many others are grieving. Prayer, humility,
and seeking first God’s kingdom and His righteousness are what will lead us into God’s preferred future. More information about
General Conference is available on our conference website, awfumc.org. If you have questions, I would Invite you to email me at
pastor@robertsdaleumc.com or set up a time to meet with me.
Post General Conference Briefing with the Bishop
Our bishop of the Alabama West Florida Annual Conference, Bishop David Graves, will be holding Post General Conference
Meetings for all clergy and laity for an overview of the called session which will include a question and answer time. The one
closest to us will be Sunday, March 10, 2019, at Christ UMC in Mobile, AL, at 4 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

Come & Go
Tuesdays
8:30-10:00 am
All are Invited!

In the meantime, we have been focusing our attention on the AWE of God, getting inspired, and being challenged to be
awe-bearers to a world who desperately needs to see the goodness of God in the land of the living (Psalm 27:13). Thank you for
sharing your stories of awe and using the hashtags #aweumc and #umcawe on social media.

March 6, 2019
6:30PM
(NO Weds. Night Meal)
(J. A. M will be available)

Ash Wednesday Service March 6
We begin the journey of Lent this coming Wednesday with our Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 in the sanctuary. Children’s JAM
will be available for kids age 4 through 5th grade. We will not have supper and other programming due to the school holiday and
Ash Wednesday service.
New 6-week Small Group Open for Lent
A new small group is open and will be meeting Mondays at 10:00 a.m. beginning March 11 during the six weeks of Lent. Faye
Branch is facilitating this group which will meet in her home to dive deeper into the sermon series entitled PASSION which will
focus on the last 24 hours of Jesus' life. Sign up in our Connection Cove between the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary. The location
address is on the signup sheet.
God is good. Jesus is Lord of the Church. And I am grateful for the privilege of being your pastor.

Thursdays
6-9PM

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jonathan

Income and Expenses
January 2019
INCOME

It is an exciting time for our church's youth ministry. There is so much happening, so much to be excited about, and so
much growth taking place. I thought I'd use this month's newsletter to highlight some of these things for our church
family so that we can celebrate together what God is doing in the lives of our teens and so that we can better know
how to pray for them moving forward!
Robertsdale High School Football Team:
Once again this year, our church had the opportunity to support our high school football team through helping to
provide food for their summer nutrition plan during off-season workouts. Last week I delivered 15 loaves of bread, 16
pounds of peanut butter, and 4 bottles of jelly to the field house, getting to meet a coach and several players in the
process. The students I met were incredibly thankful for our support and know that Robertsdale UMC cares for them. I
continue to look for ways to be involved in our schools, and am thankful that we have a church who is so quick to
support young people in our community.
Youth Praise Band:
A while ago I mentioned that our youth group had formed a youth praise band and had begun practicing together
before youth group on Sunday evenings. This past Sunday night at youth group was their first time leading worship for
our group, and they did a fantastic job! I'm so proud to see their growth as musicians, but even more so to see their
understanding of worship deepen. They are a terrific group of young people with unlimited potential. I look forward to
seeing how their leadership within our group continues to shape our time together on Sunday nights.
Sunday Nights/Wednesday Nights:
Great things are happening in our ministry's two weekly gatherings! On Sunday nights, our attendance has steadily
increased from 5 youth our first week meeting together, to 15-20 now. We are currently studying what it means to
follow Jesus, not just to make a decision for Christ, but how to live out our faith daily, and we are seeing new youth visit
our group regularly. On Wednesday nights we have completed our study on the book of Genesis, and are breaking from
study for a few weeks before beginning an in-depth look at Exodus and what we can learn from it. This break has
provided us with time of great fellowship getting to know each other better and hanging out together, as well as time
to deepen our connection with each other and God through prayer. We have worked through the Lord's Prayer, looking
at how it was that Jesus was teaching us to pray, and even put the prayer in our own words. We did a prayer walk
through our church, stopping to pray for our preschool, pastor, choir, and Sunday School classes. During this time I've
been really encouraged to see our students connect with God in new ways, and have been especially pleased to see
how they've started to come together as a group. Each week I look forward to Sunday and Wednesday night and am
probably learning much more than I'm teaching.
Summer:
Please be in prayer for our youth ministry's summer! I'm currently putting the finishing touches on a summer calendar
full of fun activities, mission opportunities, a retreat, and more! Summer is such an important time for any youth
ministry as students are so much more available. I'm so excited about what God is going to do in the lives of our youth
this summer, how he is going to lead us, challenge us, and what new experiences we will have together! Pray that we
would continue to grow in number, faith, and obedience to God, and that as we take our trips, have our fun days, and do
our mission work, that God would place young people in our path who need the good news of Jesus.
I love getting to work with the young people of Robertsdale UMC! God is moving among our youth, and Charsy, Laila,
and I are thrilled to play a small role in that. Thanks for being a church who supports and loves its teenagers. Continue
to celebrate small victories with us, encourage our youth every chance you get, and above all else, lift them up in
prayer!
Grace & Peace,

Wes Anderson
Youth & Family Director

Budget Contributions
TOTAL INCOME

March
Birthdays

$23,455.50
$23,455.50

EXPENSES
SENIOR PASTOR

7,406.99

YOUTH MINISTER

3,229.70

YM Insurance

800.00

CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR

923.08

Secretary
Nursery Attendant
Custodian

1,565.40
200.00
1.858.00

Staff Bonuses

900.00

Payroll Taxes

1,017.57

Office Supplies

245.36

Postage

100.00

Church Insurance
Pastor’s Prof. Expense
Utilities

2,243.18
-79.43
1,811.26

Copier Lease

461.90

Copier Maintenance

317.36

Janitorial Supplies

142.93

Repairs/Maintenance

-146.76

Lawn Service

893.50

Maint/Equip./Repairs

143.97

Children’s Expenses

-370.00

Nursery Supplies/Equip.

252.92

Small Groups (Lit.)

-60.00

Handbells

456.09

Copyright Licensing

485.00

Hospitality/Outreach

32.72

Celebrate Recovery

148.12

Kitchen Supplies

176.15

Flowers/Gifts/Showers

405.48

AL/WF Conference
TOTAL EXPENSES
EXCESS INCOME/EXPENSE

3,143.90
$28,254.76
-4,798.99

March 1
March 2
March 5
March 6
March 8
March 9
March 10
March 11
March 13
March 17
March 18
March 19
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 24
March 26
March 29

Daniel Brown
Joshua Devericks
Zach Feller, Brenda Pierce
David Kitchens
Tony Smith
Drayton Mattingly
Anna Loper-Carver, Lee Sanderson
Anthony Lowery, Grady Thames
Anne Hadaway, Brenda Kitchens
James Hullihen
Heather Feller
Lillian Black
Mildred Krchak
Harold Clendenin
Randa Irwin
Alicia Ard, Leah Calvert
Laila Anderson, David Wiley
Dewayne Adams, Scott Foley, Elsie Spader,
JoAnn Wynn

A BIG Thank You to all those who
are recycling Christian literature
each month. We have been able
to mail a large box approx. once
a month to “Love Packages”. We
have received a newsletter from
this wonderful organization and it is posted on
the office bulletin board in the main hallway.
Included in this newsletter are testimonies from
people on the receiving end of your “recycling”.
If you would like more information regarding
“Love Packages”, their website is
www.lovepackages.org.

~ News & Notes ~

~ News & Notes ~

On February 5th the Prayer Shawl Ministry launched a new service project of making hats for
preemies and infants that are in the USA Children’s and Women’s Hospital. Thrivent Financial
donated $250 of start up funds to purchase knitting loom kits and skeins of yarn. To date
twenty people have made more than one hundred baby hats. This project has generated so
much enthusiastic support and joy. April 2nd. will be our ending date for the Thrivent
involvement with a photo opportunity of our group with all the cute hats. We anticipate
making baby hats for a long time so come check us out on the 1st and 3rd. Tuesday at 10 a.m.

The tree that is in the Fellowship
Hall will be staying up all year for
the church family to enjoy. We
would like for different groups of
the church to sign up to decorate
it. The decorations will stay up
for one month.
Please sign up in the Connection
Cove.
Thank You,

John and I want to thank our church family
for all the many acts of kindness expressed to
us during my time of surgery and
recuperation. Your cards, visits, telephone
calls, cookies, meals and encouraging words
has kept us wrapped in God’s love and care.
We appreciate all the prayers from our friends,
children in J.A.M., pastor, staff and Sunday
School classes.
What a blessing to be a part of the Robertsdale
United Methodist Church family.

Mrs. June & Mrs. JoAnn

Thank you for all the expressions of sympathy
after the loss of my daughter,
Sharon Forsman.
I greatly appreciate all the prayers, calls, cards,
and kind words.
Words cannot adequately describe just how
much all of this meant to me.

Elsie & John Norgard
God Bless
Love,
Nelline McInnis

The children made Valentines for our shut ins and congregation members who are not
always able to attend church. Every card was different and uniquely made. We have
already heard through texts and cards from several of the recipients how much they
enjoyed receiving the cards. Imagine the joy on their faces when they opened them and
realized they were from the children. In Children’s Church they are taught that we
come to church for 3 reasons:
1. To worship God
2. To learn about Jesus
3. To take that knowledge and be disciples of Jesus
This was just one way that they were able to show Christ’s love to others. 1 John 4: 7-8 tells us “Beloved,
let us love one another, for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He
that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is Love.” I often tell the children that the more they love God
the more they can love others.
I am asking for donations of candy filled plastic eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt. More details will be posted
about it later.

Yours in Christ,
June Kennedy
“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name, receives Me.”
Matthew 18:5

Maintenance Ministry
The Joel Council formed a Maintenance Ministry to work in conjunction with our church trustees. I have
agreed to chair this ministry team.
Hopefully, you have noticed the team has been busy around the church. Weather permitting, the landscaping
project will have been completed by the time you are reading this article. Thank you to everyone who made a
financial contribution to this endeavor. Special thanks to Mike and Barbara Johnson and Jo Novotny for working closely with the contractors.
Other areas of need being addressed at this time by volunteers are:
 Repair of broken sidewalks (Kenny Nelson, Milton Head and Dan Koier)
Cleaning canopy over the vans and surrounding area (Chris Adkins & helper)
Repainting of wooden handrails and replacing side lights (David Lazzari)
Power washing the sign (Kenneth Abbott)
Repairing broken pews (Tony Smith)
Replacing ac/heating filters (Dan Koier)
Replacing light bulbs (Bill Dwelle)
Thank you all these men!
You may be asking yourself, “What is it that I can do to participate in this ministry?” One thing you can do is
volunteer to help during our church-wide work day on Saturday, April 6 beginning at 8AM. There is a job for
everyone!
In mid-March, a poster will be displayed in the Connection Cove with a list of jobs to be done on the work day.
Please review the job list and sign up for the one(s) you would like to do.
A team working together accomplishes more than one person working alone!
In His Service,
Brenda Pierce

Service Leaders

~ News & Notes ~
RUMC JOEL COUNCIL
The Joel Council held its first regular meeting of 2019 on February 11. The usual order of business is to hear from
the three areas of the council required by the Discipline: SPR, Finance, and Trustees, before moving into our major
area of focus, which is ministries.
It was brought to our attention by the Finance Chair that there are some carryover funds from 2018 that deal with
Blue Lake Scholarships. Those funds will be moved from the operating budget to a Blue Lake account and will be
used for campers’ scholarships in 2019. Beginning with this issue of the Proclaimer, our Finance Chair will post a
financial narrative. This will replace the figures in the bulletin each week and give a more accurate picture of the
church’s finances. A member of the JC will be meeting soon with ministry leaders of ministries with budget lines to
talk about budget procedures. Guidelines for the new Maintenance Ministry were discussed, revised, and approved.
These will be communicated to the congregation so everyone will know how that ministry is to function.
As you know, our present facilities have been around for quite a while. As buildings age, repairs and upgrades
become necessary. In the coming months, you will see some work being done that pertains to proper drainage,
exterior repairs, plumbing, flooring issues, communications, etc. Please be patient with your leadership as they work
to make improvements and bring our facilities up to par. Some of the issues we are dealing with will be costly, but
rest assured, your leaders are taking the time to wisely research all possibilities in order to use the church’s monies
wisely and efficiently.
In our Focus on Ministries, we heard from Pastor Jonathan. In 2019, there will be three major focus areas: worship,
discipleship/small groups, and missions. In the area of small groups, Pastor Jonathan conducted a Training for
Leaders Who Would Open Their Homes to Small Groups on February 24. This will enable RUMC to reach those who
are not involved in our current set up of Sunday School classes and Wednesday Night Bible Study. Even if you are
involved on Sunday or Wednesday, you may enjoy being part of this new ministry during Lent. This is an exciting
concept and follows the Wesleyan tradition of home gatherings.
Do you have a heart for Missions? Let us know! This is an area dear to our hearts and one we want to emphasize in
2019. Working in Missions involves many areas: local, state, national, and international.
As your church leaders, we covet your prayers. Please contact any of us about your concerns. It is vital that there is a
strong connection between the congregation and leadership so we can continue to serve in the way God desires for
us to serve.

8:30AM
March 3
Mike Johnson & Tony Smith

March 3
Mrs. Bama Wiley

8:30AM

March 10
Richard Prisbus & Kenny Nelson

March 10
Mrs. Joyce Bankester &
Mr. & Mrs. Frankie Wallace

March 3
Robin Gruber & Linda Fennell

March 17
Bill Dwelle & Mark Branch

March 17
Ruth Sirmon Circle

March 10
Irene Langston & Lisa Lazzari

March 24
Ray Shores & Dick Neuschwander

March 24
Dennis, J. C. & Keri Hullihen

March 17
Jan Walker & Faye Branch

March 31
Milton Head & Burr Wallace

March 31
Mr.& Mrs. Mark Branch

March 24
Gloria Shores & Janice Prisbus

11:00AM
Head Usher: Joe Kitchens

March 31
Linda Fennell &
Carolyn Neuschwander

March 3
Joe Kitchens, Josh Adkins,
Roger Barnhill & Dennis Calvert

11AM

March 10
Joe Kitchens, Lisa Bayans,
Joy Thomley & Emri Stidham

March 3
Susie Dicken
March 10
Lisa Bayans
March 17
Irene Langston
March 24
Connie Abbott

March 17
Joe Kitchens, Irene Langston,
David Lazzari & Laura Lazzari
March 24
Joe Kitchens, Kenneth Abbott,
Connie Abbott & David Kitchens
March 31
Joe Kitchens, Daniel Barnhill,
Anthony Cooper & Emri Stidham

March 3
Lisa Lazzari

March 10

Alina Smith & Lisa Bayans

March 17

Dan & Susan Koier

March 24

Harold & Carol Clendenin

March 31
Daniel Barnhill

March 31

Richard & Carolyn Neuschwander

Blessings to All!
Phyllis Campbell
Joel Council Chair
March
8:30AM
Milton and Donna Head & Linda Fennell
11AM
David and Laura Lazzari & Jan Walker

